Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USUN N 02275 01 OF 04 16023 1Z 
ACTION IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 ACDA-07 AF-10 AID-05 ARA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
EB-07 EA-07 EUR-12 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 LAB-04 
NEA-10 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OIC-02 PA-01 SP-02 DLOS-09 
SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PRS-01 ISO-OO 
/137 W 

082088 160233Z/65 

OP 160125ZJUL77 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4504 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CAPETOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 4 USUN 2275 

UNSUMMARY 

USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 USUN N 02275 01 OF 04 16023 1Z 

USIAEA ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OGEN 

SUBJECT: USUN DAILY CLASSIFIED SUMMARY NO. 129 
JULY 15, 1977 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1 . VIETNAM'S UN MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

2. PLO AND ECWA MEMBERSHIP 

3. SOVIETS PROBE UN HUMAN RIGHTS INTENTIONS 

4. SOVIET DISCUSSION OF UN-RELATED MATTERS 

5. PROPOSED CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE 

6. BAIL HEARING OF CROAT TERRORISTS 

7. LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 

8. LOS GENERAL COMMITTEE 

9. LOS CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

10. COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES 

1 . VIETNAM'S UN MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

AT SECURITY COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS JULY 15 (POST- 
PONED FROM JULY 14 DUE TO NEW YORK CITY POWER FAILURE), 
MEMBERS AGREED TO PRESIDENT CHEN CHU S (CHINA) PROPOSAL 
TO HOLD BRIEF FORMAL MEETTIN JULY 19 TO REFER VIETNAM'S 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION TO THE COMMTTTEE ON ADMISSIONS, 
WHICH WOULD CONVENE IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER, AND THAT THE 
SC SHOULD EXAMINE THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT JULY 19. THE 
DRAFT RESOLUTION, DRAWN UP BY INDIA'S AMB JAIPAL, HAD 
THE FOLLOWING 1 1 SPONSORS AS OF MORNING JULY 15: BENIN, 

PRC, FRANCE, INDIA, LUBYA, MAURITIUS, PAKISTAN, PANAMA, 
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ROMANIA, USSR AND VENEZUELA. (CONFIDENTIAL - 
USUN 2254) 

2. PLO AND ECWA MEMBERSHIP - 

UN LEGAL COUNSEL SUY STATED THAT HIS INTER- 
OFFICE MEMO WAS IN RESPONSE TO USYG VAN LAETHEM'S 
INQUIRY AS TO CONSEQUENCES OF ADMITTING PLO TO ECWA 
MEMBERSHIP, WAS NOT A LEGAL OPINION, AND WOULD BE CON- 
FINED TO THE SECRETARIAT. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE 
HAD NOTED THAT ONLY STATES CAN QUALIFY AS FULL MEMBERS 
OF A UN REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSION, BUT A NUMBER OF 
DEPENDENT TERRITORIES HAD BEEN ADMITTED TO ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIP IN COMMISSIONS. THUS, "ASSOCIATED" MEMBER- 
SHIP OR SOME FORM OF "CONSULTATIVE STATUS" FOR PLO IN 
ECWA COULD NOT BE REGARDED AS ILLEGAL. HE ADDED THAT 
IF ASKED BY ECOSOC, HE WOULD BE GLAD TO PREPARE LEGAL 
OPINION AND CIRCULATE IT WIDELY. (CONFIDENTIAL - 
7 7, 2253) 

3. SOVIETS PROBE US HUMAN RIGHTS INTENTIONS - 
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SOVIET DEPUTY PERM REP OVINNIKOV ASKED AMB LEONARD 
WHETHER THE US INTENDED TO TAKE ANY NEW INITIATIVES ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS MACHINERY IN THE UN THIS FALL AND TO "COME 
FORTH WITH A LIST OF CRIMINALS, OR ANYTHING." HE OBSERVED 
THAT A PUSH IN THIS AREA COULD SPOIL THE ATMOSPHERE OF 
THE ENTIRE GA. LEONARD TOLD HIS THE US INTENDS TO CON 
SIDER IN COMITTEE 3 ALL OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S SUGGES- 
TIONS, SEEKING TO DETERMINE WHICH HAS GENERAL SUPPORT, AND 
THE US REMAINS OPEN-MINDED ON HOW TO MAKE HUMAN RIGHTS 
,-:#8,346 .943 EFFECTIVE. HE SAID THE US DOES NOT INTEND 
TO PRESENT ANY LIST, AND ADDED THAT THE SOVIETS HAD OVER- 
REACTED TO OUT SUGGESTION, CONCLUDING FAR MORE THAN WAS 
INTENDED. (CONFIDENTIAL - USUN 2266) 
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4. SOVIET DISCUSSION OF UN-RELATED MATTERS - 

DURING DISCUSSION OF UN-RELATED MATTERS, SOVIET 
DEPUTY PERM REP OVINNIKOV SAID THE SOVIETS CONCLUDED 
THAT THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION 
ON DISARMAMENT (SSOD) WILL BE BASICALLY CONCERNED WITH 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS. HE ADDED THAT THE SOVIETS WILL RAISE 
THE QUESTION OF ENGLARGING THE PREPCOM. AFTER OVINNIKOV 
SAID HE HAD SEEN NO INDICATIONOF PREPARATION OF DRAFTS 
OF A FINAL DOCUMENT FOR THE SSOD, AMB LEONARD NOTED THAT 
THE MEXICANS (GARCIA ROBLES) ARE DRAFTING VOLUMINOUS TEXTS 
ON THE ELEMENTS OF A FINAL DOCUMENT FROM THE MEXICAN POINT 
OF VIEW. HE SUGGESTED THE US AND SOVIETS SHOULD CONSIDER 
THEIR RESPONSE TO THE NEW FRENCH POSITION ON CCD CO- 
CHAIRMANSHIPS. 

OVINNIKOV COMMENTED THAT SOVIET SOUNDINGS 
INDICATE NOTHING FUNDAMENTAL OR SUBSTANTIVE IS LIKELY 
TO TAKE PLACE IN THE RSUMED 31ST SESSION. HE ASKED WHAT 
QUESTIONS THE US BELIEVES WILL BE IMPORTANT IN THE 32ND 
GA, AND LEONARD RESPONDED MUCH WILL DEPAND ON PROGRESS 
MADE IN COMING WEEKS ON PROBLEM AREAS OF AFRICA, MIDDLE 
EAST, DISARMAMENT AND ECONOMIC. TULINOV (USSR), WHO 
WAS PRESENT ALSO, SUGGESTED THAT IN AUGUST THE SOVIET 
UNION, US, UK AND FRANCE SHOULD RESUME MEETINGS TO 
ASSESS THE SITUATION ON CHARTER REVISION, WHICH HE 
SPECULATED COULD BE A 'HOT SUBJECT" IN THE GA. AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, HE SAID THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WAS WELL 
SATISFIED WITH THE RECENT TALKS ON THE INDIAN OCEAN. 
(CONFIDENTIAL - USUN 2264) 
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5. PROPOSED CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE - 
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THE SWEDES HAVE DRAFTED RESOLUTION ON TORTURE WHICH AIMS AT 
CONSENSUS ON PROCEDURAL APPROACH, AND REIECTS DUTCH AND 
US APPEAL NOT TO OVERLOAD THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
BY REFERRING THE DRAFTING OF CONVENTION TO IT. THE 
SWEDES ARGUE THAT THE CONVENTION IS NEEDED BEFORE SIG- 
NIFICANT STEPS IN IMPROVING IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES 
CAN BE UNDERATKEN MEANINGFULLY, AND THEY CONSIDER THE 
TIMING APPROPRIATE THIS YEAR. SWEDISH THIRD COMMITTEE 
REPRESENTATIVE (STAHL) HOPES TO OBTAIN WEO CONSENSUS FOR 
THE DRAFT, AND WILL THEN SEEK APPROXIMATELY 10 COSPONSORS 
(ALONG WITH SWEDEN, PORTUGAL, AUSTRIA AND NETHERLANDS) 

FROM NONALIGNED AND SOCIALIST GROUPS. (CONFIDENTIAL - 
USUN 2261) 

R 

6. BAIL HEARING OF CROAT TERRORISTS - 

AT JULY 13 BAIL REDUCTION HEARING AT FEDERAL 
DISTRICT COURT, LAWYER FOR CROAT TERRORISTS (WHO IN 
VADED YUGOSLAV MISSION AND SHOT YUGOSLAV EMPLOYEE 
MEDIC), IN ARGUING FOR REDUCTION, STATED HIS CLIENTS 
COULD NOT MEET BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL BAILS. FEDERAL 
JUDGE REFUSED TO LOWER THE $100,000 PER DEFENDANT BAIL 
SET BY THAT COURT, AND TRIAL IN FEDERAL COURT IS SET 
FOR SEPT. 12. DEFENDANTS WILL REMAIN INCARCERATED UNTIL 
BOTH FEDERAL AND STATE COURT BAILS ARE SATISFIED. 
(CONFIDENTIAL - USUN 2247) 
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7. LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE- 

COMITE 1 CHAIRMAN ENGO (CAMEROON) TOLD USDEL 
HE WAS MODIFYING ARTICLES ON PRODUCTION CONTROLS, 

SYSTEM OF EXPLOITATION, CONTRACT PROCEDURE AND COUNCIL. 

ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT CLEARLY SPECIFY WHAT CHANGES HE WOULD 
RECOMMEND, IT WAS APPARENT HE WAS SEEKING TO WIDEN HIS 
BASE OF G-77 SUPPORT AND NOT HEEDING US WARNINGS ABOUT 
CONSEQUENCES OF CHANGING TEXT FURTHER IN THE DIRECTION OF 
THE G-77 (CONFIDENTIAL— USUN 2244) 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

FIJI'S DELEGATION WROTE THE LOS CONFERENCE PRESI 
DENT THAT GOF DECIDED TO OFFER FIJI AS THE SITE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY TO BE ESTABLISHED UNDER 
PART I OF THE PROPOSED LOS CONVENTION. THE LETTER POINTED 
OUT THAT MANY OF THE KNOWN MANGANESE NODULE DEPOSITS 
OCCUR IN THE PACIFIC AND THAT FIJI'S LOCATION IN MID- 
PACIFIC IS WITHIN A REASONABLE PROXIMITY OF OPERATING 
AREAS. 

THE PORTUGUESE DELEGATION ALSO WRITE THE CONFERENCE 
PRESIDENT STATING THAT PORTUGAL IS PREPARED TO OFFER 
FACILITIES IN LISBON AS A SITE FOR ONE OF THE LOS 
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INSTITUTIONS, SPECIFICALLY THE LOS TRIBUNAL. 

8. LOS GENERAL COMITE- 

THE GENERAL COMITE AGREED JULY 15 THAT THE 

LOS SESSION SHOULD BE CONCLUDED LATER IN THE DAY 
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JULY 15, WITHOUT AWAITING THE ISSUANCE OF THE INFORMAL 
COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING NEXT THAT IS TO FORM THE BASIS FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS AT THE NEXT SESSION. CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 
AMERASINGHE (SRI LANKA) SAID HE EXPECTED THE TEXT SHOULD 
BE AVAILABLE TO DELEGATIONS BY JULY 21. VENUE OF THE 
NEXT SESSION WAS DIXSUSSED, AND MALTA, IN ADDITION TO 
JAMAICA, OFFERED TO ACT AS HOST. ALGHOUGH SOME DELEGATIONS 
PREFERRED MEETING IN NEWYORK, IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT 
DEFERRING THE CONSTRUCTION ON THE NEW YORK HEADQUARTERS 
WOULD AMOUNT TO $1.5 MILLION AS ROUND-THE-CLOCK CONSTRUC- 
TION WOULD BE REQUIRED. PREFERENCE FOR GENEVA WAS 
VOICED BY SAUDI ARABIA: EGYPT ON BEHALF ARAB GROUP; 

JAPAN; TURKEY ON BEHALF WESTERN EUROPEANS AND OTHERS; 
SOVIET UNION ON BEHALF OF SOCIALIST STATES; AND IRAM. SUP- 
PORT FOR JAMAICA WAS EXPRESSED BY KENYA, DOMINICAN REPUB- 
LIC (WHO SAID MAJORITY OF LATIN AMERICAN GROUP FAVORED 
JAMAICA), LIBERIA, NIGERIA, BRAZIL, BOLIVIA, COLOMBIA 
AND TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

9. LOS CREDENTIALS COMITE- 

THE COMITE JULY 13 RECOMMENDED TO THE LOS 

CONFERENCE THAT IT ACCEPT ALL CREDENTIALS OF THE 145 STATES 

PARTICIPATING IN THE CURRENT SESSION. 

CREDENTIALS HAD BEEN SUBMITTED BY 113 STATES 
IN THE FORM PROVIDED FOR IN RULES OF PROCEDURE, BY FIVE 
STATES BY FOREIGN MINISTRY TELEGRAM, AND BY 27 STATES 
BY LETTER OR NOTE VERBALE. AT THE CHAIRMAN S SUGGESTION, 

IT WAS AGREED TO ACCEPT, AS AN EXCEPTIONAL MEASURE AND 
SUBJECT TO LATER VALIDATION, THE NOTES OR LETTERS OF 
THE 27 IN LIEU OF FORMAL CREDENTIALS. 
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10. COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES- 

THE COMITE JULY 15 POSTPONED, UNTIL JULY 19, A 
DECISION ON WHETHER OR NOT TO HOLD A CONFERENCE OF 
PLENIPOTENTIARIES ON THE UNIDO CONSITUTION AUG. 29- 
SEPT. 12, AT COST OF APPROXIMATELY $260,000. WITHOUT 
OBJECTION, THE COMITE APPROVED SHIFT IN DATE OF 
MEETING OF TECHNICAL COMITE ON DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
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TO SEPT. 19-23 AND RESUMED SESSION OF AD HOC COMITE 
ON RESTRUCTURING TO SEPT. 6-9. 

DOCUMENTATION HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING, AND SEVERAL, ESPECIALLY YUGOSLAV AS AND SOVIETS, 
COMPLAINED BITTERLY AND SAID THEY WOULD BE UNABLE TO ACT 
ON PROPOSAL FOR UNIDO PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE UNTIL 
THEY HAD OPPORTUNITY TO CONSULT WITH GOVERNMENTS. IN THE 
COURSE OF THE MEETING IT DEVELOPED THAT THE SECRETARIAT 
HAD ALREADY SENT GOVERNMENTS TELEGRAM INVITING THEM TO 
ATTEND THE CONFERENCE. THIS ELICITED PROTESTS, PARTI 
CULARLY STRIDENT IN CASE OF SOVIETS AND YUGOSLAVS, THAT 
THE SECRETARIAT HAD ACTED WITHOUT PROPER AUTHORITY. 
SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS ULTIMATELY EXPLAINED THAT AMB 
MEHTA AND THE SYG, WITH BACKING OF REGIONAL GROUPS, 

HAD AGREED IN GENEVA THAT THE CONFERENCE SHOULD BE HELD 
AUG. 29-SEPT. 19 TO COMPLETE WORK ON THE ADOPT UNIDO 
CONSTITUTION. (USUN 2265) 

END UNCLASSIFIED 
LEONARD 
CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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